Take Up Thy Christ Body and Walk
            Soul to Soul and Spirit to Spirit.  Good Afternoon.
Last week we took up the Book of John, Chapter 4, or a portion of it. This week, we will look at the Book of John, Chapter 5, a portion. We must understand that John, the beloved disciple, carried on the work that Jesus started. John was perhaps the most advanced and caught the full realization of his own Christ Identity which he revealed in the Book of John as well as the Revelation. But he hid it in such words, such stories, that very few have seen it. That is why as we take this into our meditation, we have things revealed to us. It is the very same Consciousness that wrote this book, the Book of John, that is revealing it to us. It is Christ Consciousness, which John had. The other fellows, Matthew, Mark, and Luke wrote in their beginnings about the birth of Jesus. John, however, starts his book, if you will remember; “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.                     All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was the life and the life was the light of men and the light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not.”  And so John starts his with a little higher elevation of Consciousness. John is living in the third degree, Christ is living him and he starts his book with ‘The Word.’

So let us look at Chapter 5 and see what comes to us, a portion of the Chapter:
John 5

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.


Now there is at Jerusalem, by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.

In John Chapter 4, where we talked about the woman of Samaria, we talked about a well, a deep well, and Christ sitting on the edge of that well. That’s a deep well. And of course it refers to Consciousness. Here we are talking about a pool of water.
In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk – blind, halt, withered – waiting for the moving of the water.

For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool and troubled the water.  Whosoever then first, after the troubling of the water, stepped in, was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.

          Now this pool is not consciousness. What is he saying? What is John telling us?  This pool has five porches. John is telling us there is a pool, not consciousness, not the well, but a pool, that is, a sense mind, with five porches; five senses. John is going to tell us something about the sense mind.

A certain man was there which had an infirmity for thirty and eight years.
When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, He saith unto him, “Wilt thou be made whole?”

The impotent man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool; but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.”

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed and walked. And on the same day was the Sabbath.

The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, “it is the Sabbath day; it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.”
He answered them, “He that made me whole said unto me, ‘Take up thy bed and walk.’”

Then they asked him, “What man is that who said unto thee, ‘Take up thy bed and walk’?”

And he that was healed knew not who it was, for Jesus had removed Himself away, a multitude being in that place.

Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said unto him, “Behold, thou art made whole.  Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.”

That’s one little story out of Chapter 5, the Book of John. What is John telling us here? What has he hidden here? The last story had to do with the well of consciousness.  This story has to do with the pool of the sense mind which has five porches, or five senses. So the man that is sitting there waiting for the troubling of the water by an angel, this is simply the human being, dwelling in the sense mind, waiting for a spiritual principle to work on their problem. And they wait and wait and nothing happens. They are trying to practice a spiritual principle to improve, or to heal their problem. But they are waiting in the sense mind, in the five senses, and nothing happens. 
Yet here comes Christ, with one question to us: “Wilt thou be made whole?”  What does this mean? What is this question the Christ is asking us? Because Christ is asking it to you now, as you sit in the sense mind, of the five physical senses and look at this problem, Christ is coming along and tapping you on the shoulder and saying, “Excuse me. Pardon me. Will you be made whole?” And what do we say? What does the sense mind say? “Well, um . . .” It immediately starts to rationalize and explain why it hasn’t been able to affect a healing. “You see, I have no man, when the water is troubled, somebody comes before me.”
The Christ looks through all of that. The Christ doesn’t even acknowledge that.  The Christ looks and says, “Rise up, rise.  Take up thy bed and walk.” Joel said that he felt that what was really said was “Rise, take up thy body and walk.” And immediately the man is made whole. Take up thy Body and walk. And Christ has one more thing to say, and it is, “Behold, now that you are whole, sin no more lest a worse thing come unto thee.”

What does all this mean? Can we not see it? Can we not feel it? Here we sit in our sense mind and there is a picture before us of a problem. And we are waiting for some miracle to happen. Something to come along and trouble the water so that we may be healed of whatever the problem is. And the Christ of our being, says, “Excuse me, will you be made whole, or holy? Will you be made one with Me? Will you be made Christ?”   But we don’t hear that and we immediately start to say, “Well, you see, the problem is I don’t have this or that, I need help.” But the Christ of us says, “Rise up, take up thy body, thy Christ Body and walk. And now that you are whole, sin no more lest a worse thing come unto thee.”
This is Christ, the Christ of your being, saying to you, forget about the pictures in the sense mind, the five porches, the five senses are showing you. Rise up out of that existence. Be made whole, wholly one with Me. Rise up, pick up the Christ Body and walk. This is an actual internal experience that we are to have. So the Christ is saying to you right now within your being, because the Christ is not a man, the Christ is your Consciousness, and the Christ is saying to you right now, “Will thou be made whole?  Rise up, take up thy Christ Body and walk.” We are being told to come into the conscious awareness of our Christ Body.
Who are you? Who do you think you are? The answer to that question determines your experience. Are you this crippled up person, laying there in the sense mind, in the five senses, arguing about why you are still sick, still in lack and limitation, still in loneliness and depression? Or are you Christ? Rise up, take up thy Christ Body and walk.  Be free in what you are. And so because this is an internal experience, how do we have the experience of our Christ Body?
First, we must realize that we are the Christ. God did not make anything unlike Itself. That which was not made by God was not made. So this mental image of our self, shallow pool self, was not made. You are the living Christ and you have a Christ Body, an Infinite Body, a Body Omnipresent. Rise up into the conscious awareness of your Omnipresent Christ Body and the sense mind existence will disappear as you are made whole; wholly one with Christ.

How do you experience your Omnipresent Body? This experience must take place within your Consciousness, in your inner temple, in your meditation. This must be an internal awareness, a conscious awareness. You must be consciously aware, have the conscious feeling of your Infinite Christ Body. How do you think that Jesus, who had the conscious awareness of his Omnipresent Christ Body, how do you think he disappeared, from inside the temple, when they would take him by force, and re-appeared outside?  How do you think he walked across the water? How do you think he was able to transform himself into the invisible and back again? He did this because he was consciously aware of his Infinite Christ Body.
And he said to you, “Greater works than these shall ye do.” So at some point here, you must begin to get the consciousness of your Christ Body. “Wilt thou be made whole?” Stop messing around with trying to fix a disease, fix a personal sense of life in the pool, with the five porches. Stop all that. That was fine in the first and second degree but now here, as you approach the third degree, you must gain the Consciousness of your everywhere Self. Your Christ Body is indestructible. Your Christ Body--it’s yours--is the Body that God made and it is Eternal. And if you will experience you Eternal life, you must step into your Christ Body. You must take up your Body and walk. 
Do you hear the Christ speaking? Yes, yes you do. So here, within you, you must have an experience of your Christ Body. Here in your meditation, you must find a way to get the feel of it, to get the weight of it. And so, you must take this into your meditations; “Father, what is my Christ Body; the Body that You made for me?”
This is not a tomorrow experience, this is a right now experience. Your Christ Self, your Christ Body exists right now. Your Christ Body is Omnipresent, everywhere on earth at the same time. Your Christ Body is in every dimension. Everything that exists, exists within your Christ Body. And all that exists is God as your Christ Body.
You, as you look up into the morning sky, are standing on the ground looking up into the sky, but you are also up in the sky, looking down at your body, your form, the form which appears as you. All of this is taking place within your Christ Body.
As I stood on the beach in northern California, I looked and I saw myself in the waves and I felt the waves in my Self. I saw the sky and I felt the sky within my Self. I saw the trees, the buildings, the cars, the street itself and I felt these within myself; because I felt my Christ Body everywhere. And this is an experience you must have if you are going to learn to function in the third degree.

In your meditation, realize you have a Christ Body. How many bodies of Christ are there? One; just as your body has many members, so are we all in Christ. So, you are that Christ Body. I am that Christ Body. There is only one Christ Body and you and I are it.
Your Christ Body is Omnipresent, your Christ Body is Infinite, your Christ Body is wholly one with the Father. Your Christ Body is the invisible temple of the Holy Spirit.  Your Christ Body exists now before the beginning and now after the end. Your Christ Body is that place where God is. Your Christ Body is indestructible, there is nothing, nothing at any time, any where that can enter your Christ Body,  ‘to defile or maketh a lie.’ Nothing can touch it. Your Christ Body is eternal. The form that you see, that you thought was you, can be laid down and lifted up again. Your Christ Body has the power to lay it down and take it back up. Your Christ Body co-exists with God from the beginning.
Step out of the sense picture. Come up here, rest back in your Infinite Christ Body. “Will thou be made whole? Rise, take up thy Christ Body and walk.” Get the feel of your Omnipresence. This is who you are. And do not go back into that sense perception of a life, lest a worst thing come unto thee. Begin now to practice the conscious awareness of your Christ Body. Christ says unto you, “take up your Christ Body and walk in Me.”
We were told specifically, to become that man who has his being in a Christ Body. That is not a future event, that is a now experience. Have these periods of meditation now where you enter, consciously, your own Christ Body. It is an Immortal Body and when you lay down this sense form and enter your Christ Body, you have overcome death. Because at the moment of passing, there will be no such thing as passing. You will already be in your Christ Body; you will merely lay down a form. But whether here or some other place, you will still be in your Christ Body. And should you decide to take up another form, you will remain in your Christ Body. Once you have attained your Christ Body, you never go back to birth and death. You remain in your Eternal Everywhere Christ Body, forever. “Will thou be made whole? Take up thy Christ Body and live forever.”
Do we see in this simple story that John with his high level of Christ Consciousness has directed us and gone right to the root of the matter? Do we see how he has hidden the truth in a simple story about a pool with five porches? And about a man with Christ Consciousness walking by and saying, “Take up thy body and walk.”? The Book of John has the specific instructions of how to rise up in Consciousness to an actual experience of your Christ Self, of your Christ Mind, the mind that was in Christ Jesus, and of your Christ Body.

For years we have talked about being one with Christ but it’s time to go a step further and have the actual experience of our Christ Self. And this is something that we have heard before, but perhaps we didn’t hear it before. Let us look at the place in this book, called “Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture,” by Joel Goldsmith, and let us look at the exact place in here where he is describing how and why we must experience our Christ Body. Listen very carefully:
“I want you all to understand the great secret of the universe. Had the ancients known it, our modern living would be as in a paradise. If we learn it in this age, we can help to usher in the Millennium. (That is, the New Jerusalem; the new state of Consciousness.) The few who have known this secret in past ages could not teach it;
 it would appear that only a very few had the spiritual capacity to grasp its meaning.  (Will thou be made whole?) Some few understood it intellectually, but rarely was it understood in its spiritual significance.
I am not a dreamer of dreams—but I have a vision of eternal Life. I would not have you either sitting on a cloud or anchored with your feet on the ground. My idea and my ideal is that you be rooted and grounded in Truth; that you be fed with spiritual meat and that you drink waters from the wellsprings of eternal Spirit and Soul.

And now he is going to tell us the secret of finding our Spiritual Christ Body:
The secret—that which has been so rarely understood—is that spiritual meat and drink; and the secret is this: The life which you behold (That is the sense life with the five porches.) in man, tree or animal is not the Life which is God; human, animal or plant life is not a manifestation of God, and therefore is not immortal, eternal or spiritual. The life of material man or flower is mortal sense objectified: it is a false sense of the Life which is real.

Your human life is a false sense of your Christ Body.

The understanding of this truth will enable you to look away from the objects of sense; (of the sense mind with five porches) it will enable you to refrain from attempting to heal, correct or reform the mortal sense of existence; and as soon as you have conquered the desire to heal or improve the material sense of existence, the spiritual or real begins to unfold and reveal itself to you. You cannot behold or experience eternal Life (Your Christ Body) and its harmonies and beauties while accepting the evidence of the senses as if it were God’s creation.

Do not take lightly what I am saying.  This is the Great Revelation; this knowledge will clarify for you the Master’s statement, “My kingdom is not of this world”; (Or we might say, my Spiritual Body is not of this personal sense.) it will reveal to you the secret of John the Revelator who beheld the universe which is not made with hands but which is eternal, as Consciousness appearing; Spirit unfolding; Soul revealing Itself.

“My kingdom is not of this world.” The attempt to bring Spirit into operation in this finite sense of existence constitutes the warfare between the flesh and the Spirit.
This is what the man who had excuses, sitting by the pool of personal sense, with five porches; this is what he was arguing: “Well, I can’t, I’m trying to apply this…and something…and I can’t quite get it…” No. Be done with that. We are now at a place of accepting our inheritance, our Spiritual Christ Omnipresent Body. And so to continue:
To continue in the belief that by some mental hocus-pocus you are going to make material life perfect; to feel that in some holy way a God or God-power is going to make your human life healthier or lengthier; to dream of some religious magic (isn’t that what he was doing, the man by the pool, waiting around for a spirit to trouble the water, for some kind of magical, spiritual principle to work?  This is what we are being told by John the Revelator. Stop that. Stop it; rise up, take up thy Christ Body and walk.) that will enable you to sail on smoothly in the sea of material living—all this is folly, and it is dangerous. It is leaning on a fable which will not sustain you. (And this is now the third time he says this:) The life of material man, the life of the tree, the flower, the animal—this is not the Life eternal; it is not the manifestation of the Life which is God; it is a false finite, mortal sense of life. Do not attempt to patch up this sense of life, rather turn from it and with your now enlightened consciousness discern the Life which is God; “feel” through your cultivated spiritual sense this divine energy of Spirit; (feel your unlimited Christ Body) become conscious in the Silence of your Soul powers. Let the divine harmonies appear as you disregard the evidence of sight and hearing, tasting, touching and smelling. (The five porches.)
Believe me—this is the secret of secrets. This is Life eternal to know (Your Christ Body). Truly Kings and Emperors would give their thrones could they but learn this one truth, but the rich and powerful in matter—that is, in the material sense of existence—cannot understand this truth; it is to mortal sense too abstract.
 Just think—there is (absolutely) no value, no reality, no use of struggling for that which is seen and felt—because that is but the unreal concept of (Your Christ Self). Can you imagine the power-drunk, the money-mad, the hoarder, the glutton, understanding that what he is handling, saving, fighting and dying for—is shadow—mirage?

That which is real and eternal is not seen or touched, but is spiritually discerned.  It is cognized only by the intuitive or inner consciousness. Reality (your Christ Body) is perceived by the Soul senses, the inner vision.

Only to those who have eyes to see and ears to hear can this vision become a living vital Presence. Only those who have heard what is said by “the still, small voice” and seen what is visible to the “windows of the Soul” can discern “the temple not made with hands”—the universe of God’s creating. (Your Invisible Christ Body.)

This inner vision, this Spiritual Consciousness, this Soul-sense, comes only in proportion as we accept and realize the great secret: (And here it is yet again.) the life of material man, plant or animal is not the eternal Life, God; it is the finite sense—the manifestation of mortal, material sense. This false sense of life must be put off, disregarded, un-valued, in order that the real Life (Your Infinite Christ Body) and its formations may become evident and experienced. (As your Immortal Being.)

It was important enough for him, in “Spiritual Interpretation of Scripture,” in just about half of that chapter, to mention it four or five times, to drive it home. This is the Christ--that book, this talk, John the Revelator--this is Christ speaking to you. “Will thou be made whole, wholly one with God, the Father? Then enter into your Christ Body.  Rise, take up thy Christ Body and walk and you will be every whit whole, you will be holy, you will be wholly at one with God.”

Make this your number one top priority. Find a way to step into your Conscious Awareness of your Christ Self, your Christ Identity, your Christ Body. Make this your New Year’s resolution. Not to have a new year, but to have a new Body, a new Self, a new Christ Body.

We have been told ‘the world is new when Christ enters in.’ And now we see that      the Self is new when you enter in Christ.

Here in the third degree, we enter our Christhood as a conscious living experience. We are not going to lay next to the pool of sense mind with its five senses     and wait for a miracle. We are not going to argue about why we cannot do this. We are going to follow Me, the Christ within us. We are going to rise up, take up our Christ Body and walk, right into our Christhood.

In your meditation, make the transformation; get the sense, the feel, the weight of this; of your Christ Body -- your Christ Body which is Infinite, never born; never dying.              Your Christ Body which can ever do what Christ has done. Your Christ Body which can lay down your form and pick it up again. Your Christ Body which is your everywhere Body.

Come into the Conscious Awareness of your Christ Body and you shall live forever. Then shall your Father be glorified.

Blessings without number as you approach your Christhood.
Amen.
